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I . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



R 


BoxNal 


Basis of ttie opinion 


r 


Box No. n 


Priority 


r 


Box Nam 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial ^yplicability 


r 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


w 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statonent under Rule 43to.l(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive st^ or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statonent 


r 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


w 


B0XN0.VII 


Certain defects in the international ai^lication 


r 


BoxNo.vm 


Certain observations on the international ^yplication 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that diis does not ^ly where the applicant chooses an Authority 
other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1bis(b) that written 
opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
a written reply together, v^ere appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 monte from the date of mailing of Form 
PCTASA/220 or beftjre the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whicheva- expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTASA/220. 

3. For further details, sec notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
ITfTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Interaadonal plication No. 

PCT/JP2005/008267 


Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of tike mteraational application in the language in 
which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

r* This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the origmal language into the followmg language 

, whidi is the language of a translation furnished for the pmposes of international search (under 

Rules 1X3 and 23.1(b)). 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemationa] application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

a sequence listing - — - 

table(s) related to tiie sequence listing 

b. fonnat of material 

in written format 

in computer readable form 



c. time of filing/fiimishing 

r* contained in the international application as filed. 

r* filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Audiority for the purposes of search. 

3. r* In addition, in the case tiiat more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, die required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the application as filled or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Role 43bis.l(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitsr; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step QS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 1-15 
Claims 



Claims 1-15 
Claims 



Claims 1 — 15 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Dl: EP 1238812 Al (RICOH CO., LTD.) 2002.09.11, page 9, paragraphs 0058 
and 0059; Figs. 2 and 3 & US 2002/0126193 Al & JP 2003-103857 A 

Dl discloses 

an image forming apparatus comprising: 

a conveyance belt that conveys a recording medium by attracting 
the recording medium by cin electrostatic force; and 

a recording head that discharges liquid droplets toward the 
recording medium being conveyed by the conveyance belt at a 
predetentd-ned conveyance speed, 

wherein the image forming apparatus further corrprises: 

charging means for applying alternating positive and negative 
electric charges onto said conveyance belt. 

However, none of the prior art documents discloses the above-mentioned image 
forming apparatus further comprises means for controlling conveyance speed 
in accordance with charge period length or existence of charge on the 
conveyance belt, and this image forming apparatus is not derivable from 
the prior art. 
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Box No. Vn Certain defects in the internatioiial application 



The following defects in the fonn or contents of the international application have been noted: 

- Page 13, line 24: "an idle pulley 6b" (There is no member numbered 6b 

in Fig. 2.) 

- Page 16, line 3: "the conveyance roller 21" (The conveyance roller is 

referred to as 27 in the rest.) 

- Page 17, line 19: "□/□" ("□/□" is not a unit of volume resistivity.) 

- Page 19, line 7 and 10: "separation pad 74" (There is no member numbered 

74 in Fig. 1.) 

- Page 23, line 13: "the printer drive 91" 

- Page 24, line 6: "The head driver 107" (In line 18 on page 23 of the 

description, number 107 is assigned to the head drive control 
part . ) 

- Page 25, line 6: "A descript6oin will be give," 

- Fig. 8: Fig. 8 is not consistent with the paragraph beginning from line 

23 on page 32 of the description. 

- Fig. 15: "CHARGE PERIOD LENGTH" displayed in Fig. 15 is not consistent 

with the definition of "charge period length" given in lines 
22-25 on page 26 of the description. 
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